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Barbarella, whatever else 1t might be, .Is a hilarieus raredy ef the vastly over-
rated ¥iim 00*. Techniquss that Kubrick uses #ith m stralght face in 2001 are
rlayed fdér laughs in Barrarella, and aspects ef space travel that he overlooks alte-
gether put irn an appearance in the Jane Fonda film, 3 ! -

Of course, it 1sn't as good ag the book; films never are. In Jean-Claude For-—
est!s original comic strip, translated frem French and made famillar te _mexrican
readers by Greve Press, Barbarella 1s a Rardet-faced blonde who has knocked aroung
the universe too long to have any Illusions gtout sex, power, or fcrtune, /hen the
old rebel Durand introduces her to the »lind angel Pygar he desc:ibes he;: "This
girl has a fhce as pure as that ef a vestal virgin, tut she is mere desirable than
all the prostitutes of Sego," 3

The Barbarella ef the film is much mcre innocent. (Or maybe it's just that Jane
Fonda does not turn me on., Yos 1f Barbarella had tesn pliydd by Leslie Ugzams or,
Limda Homstadt.ss) For one thing,-sex ne longer exlsts on Zarth, eXcept for poor
peopls who cantt afiord ecstasy pills. (Barbarella is presumably an exogene.) e,

o £ilm degins sith & stllp-tease in free fall, an art fom ef shich our *des eendants
¢111 undoubtddly see mueh mere. The President ef a tctally disarmed and reaceful
Larth commisslions her to search for a mlssing scientrlst sho went estray whileg on a
trir to the Worth Star, and weund ur on Tau Ceti. < In terms of “terrestrial Jjournays
this wculd te like starting out, from New Yerk for Tcs jhgeles, and getting lost in
Ves Haven) *

. Tau Cetl has alréady aupeared in science-fiction as :he star'about which L.
Sprague de Camp's famous planet Krishna revilves. The planet where Barbarella lands
is about as far removed from Krishna as can ke imagined. Her space ship hgs a mind
of i1ts ewsn, like HAL, but sith a faggey vcice and a mild sense of humor. Aand it looks
like a lacguered Jaraness box with three gnammarles, Its name 1s xlpha, or ,lfie,

Once on the planet of Tau Ceti, Barbamella discevers that old-fashifned sex still
bes its fans - theugh she draws the line at the rlanet's tyrant queen. The major at-
tractien is Pygar, protably tecause hils feathers tickle, (Theught for speculegtion:
hat does a winged man have in the rlace of pubic hair?) After a ®rush with a singu~
larly ineffective dbunch of rebels, whoan the Ferest lMen ef lionge would have scorned as.
allles, she makes her escare frcm Sege { 'ared over .ole ef Fygar's arms. Over the other
arm is the gqueen, appa-ently on the principle of "faste nat, want not."

The episode ef the "=xcessive Liachine" indicates how much the film has been
changed from the boocke The Grand Serrurler puts BarRareiia inte a machine designed to
meke her dle ef pleasure, The boek Barbarella, worldly as she 1s, 1s pleasured into
subnission by Yhis gadget., _Put the fresh—faced innocent ef the film sauses it te
logy all its fuses,

8 1f te mecek the kitschy sound track of 2001, ParhareLla does her de: rlng-do to
a moderately heavy infusien ef Bach and near-Rach. Melever her space~ship goes out
of control, or she enters ore of Seget!s sleasure-pits, the psychedelic effects ecne
on strong - nct detaehed frun the action, like Kubrickt's, Wut consonant +sith it,
Though Earbarella does semetime try te pad cut a ;eak stery-line with special eflects,
1t doesn't depend on them as a c-utch. '

Barbarella 1s nnt likely te get eut to the "nabes" - the yrrefusien of nipples is
net likely to e too popular in Ray Ridge er San lLiarine., So see it where you can,
It's net great art, »ut it's funny - sometimss even intentionally se,




X084 S, BUT YYUR CRIIZTLITY B eV

There used to ke "invsstment trusts™, which were ®ade Wov there.are "mutugl
iungs®, #alch are gcod. There wsed te be "ir.sts” and "cartels", which were btad, Tew
there are “"conglomeratves™; shich are gcod. Unscrurulcus peliticians used tn de "liars™,
#hich vas bad, TWov we wmsisly have Meredibllity gaps™

The 1968 rresidential cempaign kindles a nestalgfa for the older, franker, Gemmi-
nology. Geerge J/gllace nos maintains that he has nsver sald a rrejudicad or bigoted
werd agalrst anyone of any racial group.  ¥Yet, as the qurtations cited in D Ge™s #71
and #73 show, ke hates nci cnly Vegrees rut alse rhite imericars of sasterd and south-
ern Airerean ancestry.

Fubert Eumrhrey.is &'se incon this game. ™uring the NDenceratic Wational Conven-
tien in Chicage, he tried to excuse the su sressien nf his nrponents by claiiing that
an assassination plot was afoot against him. -Fumphrey got this story from Licyor Dalaey,
and I'gley got it from three police informers. DIolygtaph tests and investigations later
shered that a’l tkreec men.were lying, -

But the stomy still goes en, Da’ey rereated it in giving his side e the Chicagn
viclence. Hewvever, nelither thz Federal Bumeau of Investigation ncr any obher fedsral
officlal rlaces any creiencs in it. WNes the Un—iasrican Coumittee has taken up the
metter. _iccording to a thernugh repert on the “ssassination plot” stery by Lois rille
in the Wes York Post of 10 ®ctober 1968, a rhicage pollcemen named Lebert I, Plsrsen
told the Un—imeriean Comnittee that he had heard Yipmle leader Jerry Rubin order tae
deaths of Humphrey, Daley, lcClarthy, and LicGevern. Under ths circumstances, it is hard
te aveld the imwressien that Tiersen 1s sucking this eut of his e/n thumdb, and that
Paley and Fumnhrey rushed te enderse the stery as en excuse for the vieclence which they
let lcese agains.t KeCarthy!s supperters,

Rut ef all the men on the, Wixen-Hunphrey—igliace ticket, Richard Nixon has boemn
deeling mest fresly in liess On 9 Osteder, in Samta Lienica,  Wixpn asserted that "por—
negrarhers actually Wuy and use the mailing lists nf -Jud Scouts”, He was glven-the-lde
ths next day »y a.sceuting eificlal; wk~» salid that thers is ne such mailing list.

(New Yerk Times, 11 Ceteher 1968,) ¢
T:eviously, trying te mllk the "erime"issue far all 1t ras worth, Wixon asseried

that In dgshingtrn M. C. "Mus drivers have it~ caTy seapons". The truth ef the mattar
is that Jsshingten Wus drivers are forhldden »y Iistrict law to carry
wegpons! Anyone the vinlates this lav {s Feth arrestei and fired. This s

If Wixon has the names of,such men, then in the interest of the "lax

and order" he professes te support ke is ebliiged te informm their su- O Sad
rerlors. - e ¥ P Great
Put. as with any ma.ter of idiocy in tiails year'!s cauaraign, it 4s « 5 Intsrvals

Geop¥o Vyllace sho has the.last worde He prnfesses te be against some L This
evil vague.y described as "crime in the streets", Yet, en 27 June A App-ars
1938 Geergas Jjailace shnyed how he stands ox "erime in the streets™, T To
In 3utar, ilabama, an 4BC cemeramsan tnok a rilcture.nf Jjgllace shaking I Inflame
‘hands +ith Fobert Shelton, Imperial 7/lzerd of the Ku Klux Klan, L ¢ optic

W VWerves

fallace bedyguard erdered the cameraman te give him the f£ilm. hen ¢
the camergman refused, J/allace ordered+his boiyzuard tec "Take 1t.”

The bedyguard, who refused tr identify himself, forcidly taock # 31
camereman Charies Jonest! camera and remove& the exposed film. The
Senret Service men assigned te guard /;llace ~ one of whom 1s also his press secretary -
(1) - aid not interfere. . 2

So the alleged "anti-crime" candldate has erdered and abetted an act ol theft in a
public place, The reason, cf course, 1s that Jaliace .couldn't care less about held-ups
when he says "crime in the stmeets™, 3y this phrase he e ns, as segregationists have

meant for s decade, the clivil rights neoveuent. g P
*

"ind must the Senator frmoa Illincis "Thlss brazen gutier 1dol, rearsd to power
Be this. squat thing w#ith blinking, ha*f- Upen a lsering pyraciid of lies?" '
closed eyes? v - Vachzsl Lindsay (J.RV”-ulQSl)
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